Message from
our Park Manager

It’s great to be in the full
swing of event season at Dade
Battlefield again.
Summers in the park can be
trying for staff, volunteers -and even for visitors at times. It
seems all we can do to keep the
park mowed and maintained,
equipment running and
ourselves adequately hydrated.
Now comes the payoff, when
we all get to enjoy this delicious
Florida winter weather and the
myriad events, programs and
activities it ushers back into the
park.
Best of all it brings people
back together. Our seasonal
volunteers return, and we get to
see all the reenactors, event
demonstrators and snowbird
volunteers we have missed.
Don’t get me wrong: we
treasure our summer volunteers
and day cap helpers. Couldn’t
get by without them. But it’s
awfully nice when we’re all
back together again, isn’t it?

Dade’s Youth at St. Augustine
This past August, 17th, 26
members
of
Dade’s
Youth
witnessed the 1842 Parade and
Ceremony in St. Augustine that
marked the end of the 2nd
Seminole
War.
They
met
reenactors and saw the final
resting place of Dade’s Command.
For many of these students, it
was their first visit to the oldest
city. The group later toured the
Oldest House Museum and had a
picnic lunch. They later walked to
the
Government
Building
Musuem, and found “treasures”
along St. George Street. A visit to
the Castillo de San Marcos was of
course included where students
were fortunate to meet a Spanish
soldier. Giving his presentation in
both English and Spanish was
impressive to say the least. The
group ended their very long day by
a visit to Anastasia State Park. A
cook out, soccer game on the
beach and time to swim, all made
for a perfect ending to a wonderful
trip. The group is already planning
their next adventure!
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Dade Calendars
As a thank you to our DBS
members, we would like to
give each of you our new DBS
calendar. Filled with great
Dade pictures from past
events, this monthly calendar
will keep you informed of our
upcoming activities. You may
also purchase extra calendars
at our Christmas on the
Florida Frontier Dec.7th or in
the museum gift shop for just
$10. Proceeds will go to help
us continue to provide quality
events and to support the
needs of Dade Battlefield
Historic State Park. Of course,
we hope to increase our
membership for DBS this year,
and this free calendar makes a
wonderful incentive to join.
THANK YOU for being a
DBS member and supporter of
Dade Battlefield Historic State
Park.

Reenacting
….it’s in
our blood
Jim McAlister

WE invite ALL our reenactors to share favorite
pictures and a brief story about why you love
reenacting, how you got started and why you would
encourage others to join this group!

Save the Dates

Go to facebook.com/dade.battlefield.
We’ll be looking for you!!

I first became involved in reenacting at a very young age. My grandparents were involved
in reenacting and took me to my first Civil War event. I quickly fell in love with "dressing up
and playing soldier". As time went by I became more and more interested in in learning and
teaching the history I was portraying. Today I have expanded my living history repertoire to
include not only the American Civil War but also the Second Seminole War and various
aspects of Florida Pioneer life. Reenacting is not only fun but it is a great opportunity to share
history with people in a way that is engaging and brings
history to life.

DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS on the FL.
FRONTIER (7th)
DADE BATTLE MEMORIAL &
WREATH LAYING (28th)
JANUARY
DADE’s BATTLE (4th & 5th)
QUILT SHOW (18th)
FEBRUARY
HIGH TEA (1st)
HISTORIC FASHION SHOW (8th)

STUDENT REENACTORS…. you never know which of
these young pioneers will one day be an active reenactor and
share the passion of history. The seeds of interest planted here,
will hopefully bear fruit down the road. Just as Jim McAlister
began his interest at a young age, his son and daughter now are
active volunteers. Be sure to check out the new breastworks,
compliments of Tyler’s Eagle Scout project this past summer.
Or, buy some goat milk soap in our museum gift shop, made by
Dade Youth member, Sheyenne McAlister. It is by encouraging
these younger volunteers; we can preserve our cultural resources
and make sure accurate interpretation is always an active part
of our programs.
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
See you at Dade Battlefield Historic State Park

CHILDREN’s TEA (22nd)
MARCH
WWII WEEKEND (7th & 8th)
APRIL
EGGS in the PARK (11th)

LEARN MORE: visit us on
facebook.com/dade.battlefield
or dadebattlefield.com

352-793-4781
Dade Battlefield Society
7200 Battlefield Parkway
Bushnell, FL 33513

