From Park Manager
Bill Gruber

THE DADE BATTLEFIELD
SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!
Every volunteer organization
goes through seasons.
No matter how devoted they
may be, volunteers get older,
move away, and experience
changes in their lives that may
hinder their ability to serve.
The Dade Battlefield Society
is going through a phase in
which several key members are
no longer able to play the key
roles they once did.
Karen Cloud did a great job
holding the line as president
over the past year, but that was
with the understanding it
would be for one year only.
Several new faces joined the
few veteran members who
remain on the board, and they
are terrific additions. But they
need YOUR help. Service as a
DBS board member or officer is
a rewarding way to support the
park, make new friends and
honor our history. If you would
like to know more, please call
me at 352-793-4781.

CRAFT CLASSES
at Dade Battlefield
by Kristin Wood
Dade Battlefield offers a wide
variety of unique craft classes that
constantly bring in new visitors to
the park. Craft offerings include
perennial favorites like pine
needle baskets, paper-making,
trash to treasures, air dry clay &
pots, painting with palm boots,
holiday craft class, Cherokee leaf
printing and palm weaving and
newer offerings like needle
felting, reed basket, silk scarf
printing, natural dyeing, zipper
art, and quilling. This year has
brought brand new offerings
including recycling with Shibori,
panel quilts and recycle with
reverse applique. Many visitors
that attend the craft classes have
never been to the park before and
after attending a craft class
become a repeat customer to the
park and come back to other
events. We find that many of our
volunteers have been introduced
to the park through our craft
classes then come back to
volunteer as a regular volunteer.
Our very own Karen Cloud,
current CSO president, was first
introduced to Dade by attending
a pine needle basket class. Dade
craft classes offer a unique way to
showcase Dade Battlefield
using typically natural items or
recycled products and bring in
revenues to Dade Battlefield
Society that helps supports all
programs at the park.
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THANKS JIM
by Steve Rinck
Retired New York State
educator Jim Velten joined
DBS in April of 2001 and
during the following 19 years
served as both treasurer and
vice president. Board members
have consistently praised Jim
for his care and
professionalism. He is a great
problem-solver, and is most
proud of keeping our records in
great shape. For Jim, the best
part about working with park
organizations is meeting and
helping the wide variety of
people who attend the
reenactment of Dade’s Battle
and other park events. His
dedication and faithful
volunteer service have made
him one of our most trusted
and valued members. While his
planned retirement from active
service is certainly well earned,
we hope that he will return
often to participate with the
many friends who hold him
close to their hearts.

Reenacting…...it’s in our blood

Samantha Gordan has been reenacting since she was ten years
old. Her father was a participant at Dade as a reenactor and
vendor and young Samantha often joined him at his campsite.
So, this last newsletter for 2019-2020, we honor and share her
story, a Dade volunteer who truly has “Reenacting in her
blood”!
While her reenacting began several years prior, it was in
2013, when she and her dad were at the WWII event at Dade. As fate would have it, this chilly weekend
found many seeking warmth from those campsites with fires. Samantha, a young 18 year old, did the
same and discovered not just warmth from a fire, but her soul mate. She met Lee, someone who loved
history and reenacting, a man portraying 101st airborne and now talking to a girl portraying French
resistance.
After the event, they kept in close contact. Lee asked Samantha’s father and he agreed to give his
daughter permission to court this young gentleman. Unfortunately shortly after they began dating,
Samantha’s father was diagnosed with lung cancer. Even in his severe state, he was thrilled to learn that
Lee proposed to Samantha at the historic Casa de San Marcos in St. Augustine.
The following March, Samantha and Lee attended Dade’s WWII weekend. Saddened by the
earlier loss of her father, yet happy to share with her reenacting family that she and Lee would be
married the following week. But, now they needed to find the perfect location. When they discovered a
vintage airplane hangar with multiple WWII planes, including the Tico Belle, a C-47 that flew troops
into Normandy they knew they had the perfect memorable location for this auspicious occasion.
As you can see, history and reenacting is imbedded all throughout their relationship, Dade
Battlefield in particular- it’s where they met, it’s where they celebrated their engagement, and finally,
it’s where they were just one week before they welcomed their little girl into the world and where
Samantha could be found wearing vintage clothes at 9 months pregnant.
Samantha shares her incredible musical ability year after year singing the music of the WWII
era. She found, as she states, “The love of her life” at Dade and her memories of early mornings with her
father will forever make Dade Battlefield a very special place in her heart.
To say “Reenacting is in her blood” is an extreme understatement! So we end with just a
“THANKS SAMANTHA”!

AS MOST OF YOU KNOW,
Due to the Coronavirus, the Florida
State Parks have cancelled events
and programs in the safety of our
visitors and staff.
We do not know how long this
will last and advise everyone
that they continue to check the
website
(www.dadebattlefield.com)
OR
Call the park (352-793-4781)
for current status of annual or
special events.

From your DBS President
This being my last edition as your
DBS president, I would like to take
the opportunity to thank the 20192020 DBS officers & board
members, the DBHSP staff, the
dedicated Dade volunteers, and our
Sumter County community. I
cannot imagine that any where in
the state of Florida would you find
such dedication.
It has been an honor and privilege to
serve you and to be part of such an
amazing group of volunteers,
devoted to Dade Battlefield Historic
State Park. I plan on continuing to
be an active volunteer at Dade and I
hope to see you all soon. In the
mean time, thanks again and bless
you all.
Karen Cloud

